Cropwell Bishop Heritage Group

Registered Charity Number 1110982
What is the Heritage Group all about?

We are a Registered Charity, number 1110982. You can look us up on the Charity Commission website – www.charitycommission.gov.uk
 We are registered as an educational charity and our main aim is

“To advance the education of the public in the history and development of the Parish of Cropwell Bishop in particular but not exclusively by the provision and maintenance of a Heritage Centre.”

The Heritage Group is run by a committee and has a membership of approximately 70 past and present villagers.

Our present committee is as follows:

Lesley Barlow – Chairman

Mike Lowe – Treasurer

Ann Mansell – Secretary

Ordinary committee members – David Stanley, Tony Hamlin, Catherine Towle, Sue Rickells, Steve Gelsthorpe, Peter Winstanley, Sam Hunter, David Sibley.

The above are all trustees of the charity.

Corporate members are - 

Linda Field – represents the Methodist Chapel

Jill Evans – represents the Cropwell Bishop Primary School

Bob Stanley – represents the C.B. Parish Council

Co-opted members – Pat Potter, Tracie Berridge
Membership Secretary – Deb Brookes

The Heritage Group is very grateful for all the support we receive from the Cropwell Bishop Primary School, the Playgroup, the Parish Council, the Church and Methodist Chapel.

We are also grateful to local farmers, the Cabin, the Creamery, the Cob Shop, Snips, the Beauty Shop, the Co-op and many individual villagers, who have also helped us.

In what activities is the Heritage Group involved?
Currently, we hold 4 events each year, usually at the Memorial Hall, in the months of January, April, July and October, to which all are welcome. 

Members only may attend our A.G.M. in April, but it is always followed by an open meeting, with a speaker and refreshments.

In the summer months we specifically aim our event at the children of the village and their families. This involves a project, working with the children in school, and usually coincides with the Village Celebration weekend.

At our Open Meetings we generally have a speaker on some kind of Heritage theme and refreshments.

We are gradually recording, on video, the oral history of several of our older villagers. We intend eventually to make these videos available to all.

We are setting up a Village Heritage Trail, outlining places and buildings of interest in and around the village. This will be published in leaflet form and will be available in the heritage Centre.

We also intend to collect together all the fascinating photographs we have and make them into a Village Scrapbook. We would like to publish this and issue a copy to all households in the village.

We will also have a website providing information about village history and our activities.

We provide displays about Village heritage and our activities at Village events and have recently begun to talk to local groups about our activities. We have links with the Flintham Museum and Colston Bassett Historical Society and enjoy helping and advising each other.

We occasionally receive requests, from outside the parish, for information about past residents. So far, we have been able to obtain the information required.

We are pleased to accept written, oral or photographic information about the village and we are particularly keen to receive documents and photographs from the years 1950 – 2000.  For this and further information about us please contact one of the committee or telephone Ann on 9892770.

If you would like to join our membership please contact Deb on 9890245. Membership is a minimum donation of £5 per year.

For details of our news and coming events, please see posters around the village and announcements in the Cropwell Bishop News.
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          Cropwell Bishop Heritage Group
                   and the Parish Room

In addition to our other activities the Cropwell Bishop Heritage Group would like to create a Heritage Centre in the village and we are currently planning, with the aid of a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, to restore and refurbish the St. Giles Parish Room for this purpose.
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What and where is the Parish Room?

It is the building directly opposite the P.O. Also 
known as the St Giles School room. It was built 

in 1850 as a schoolroom for children who 
attended St. Giles. It was closed again by 1877, 

when education was made compulsory for all 
children and the school in Fern Road was built.

Who owns it?

The Southwell Diocesan Board of Finance, although for practical purposes it is the responsibility of the St. Giles Parochial Church Council.

Is it a “Listed Building”?

Not yet absolutely decided! It is not according to Notts. C.C. but it is joined to the church wall, which is listed grade 2. It stands in the grounds of St Giles, which is grade 1 listed.

What does the Heritage Group want to do with the building?

The CBHG wants to restore and refurbish the Room as a Heritage Centre, for the benefit of all villagers and visitors.

How will it be used?

It will be used as:

· a store for the many photographs, documents and artefacts which have been collected over the years;

· a display area, where people can come and learn about the history and development of the village over many generations;

· a classroom for groups of children and adults;

· an information centre, linked to others in the area;
· a source for leaflets about interesting places to visit in this and the surrounding area ( including Cropwell Bishop Heritage Trail leaflets);
· a research facility, where groups or individuals can work on projects;

· a meeting place for committees and other small groups in the village.

Who will pay for the restoration?

We are very confident that we will obtain funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund for most of the work, although we will have to fund 10% from our own or other sources.

Who will do the work?

We have appointed Mark Stewart from West Bridgford as our architect; he is experienced in work of this kind and has for a time, about 10 years ago, actually lived here (in Stockwell lane).

He will advise on builders, surveyors and engineers, who must all be experienced in this kind of work. He will draw up plans, seek the necessary planning permission, write our Conservation Statement and act as Project Manager.

What work needs to be done?

The back wall, roof and entrance porch all need rebuilding as they are in a dangerous state of repair at the moment. The room is, however, quite dry and the floor is sound.

Electricity is already connected but water and drainage and telephone point are needed.

What will the Parish Room look like when it is finished?

Externally, it will look much as it does now to preserve its history and character. Internally it will consist of one main room (approximately 30 ft X 15ft) with cupboards, shelving and display boards and sufficient stacking tables and chairs to accommodate up to 30 people. There will also be an entrance with wheelchair access and a toilet with disabled facilities. The building cannot be extended because of nearby graves and trees.

Who will own the building when it is finished?

The church will always retain ownership. The Heritage Group has been assured that they will be granted a lease of approximately 20 years for a “peppercorn rent”. The final agreement has yet to be drawn up by the legal representatives from both sides, but it is verbally agreed.

Who will look after the Parish Room and run the Heritage Centre?

The day to day running and maintenance of the Centre will be the responsibility of the Heritage Group Committee. We already have a list of people from our membership and other villagers, who are willing to meet and greet visitors and help to keep the Centre clean and tidy. We welcome anyone else who might be interested.

When will the building be used?

We expect that the Centre will be open for approximately 6 hours each day at weekends and Bank holidays from Easter to September.

It will also be available, by arrangement, to school groups and visiting groups of adults at any convenient time.

It is also intended that the Heritage Group will hold group research and general meetings for their members during days or evenings, when gathering information for projects, such as compiling information for a Village Scrapbook.

Remember, the room will be warm and dry and will have a toilet and tea/coffee making facilities.

It is also intended that a Junior Heritage Group will be established in the village, who could meet in the Centre as an after school club.
How will the Heritage Centre benefit the Village?

It will:

· inform and educate villagers of all ages about the history and development of Cropwell Bishop;

· help to create and foster an interest in the village’s heritage and a pride in its present and future development;

· be an information centre for parishioners and visitors researching family history;

· be a meeting place available to other small groups and committees;

· actually preserve the building, which is itself a piece of village history.

What happens if we don’t get the funding?

It is unlikely that the restoration will happen. We could try to find another source of funding but that will be difficult.

The Heritage Group will continue with its other activities and more of our documents will have to go into the Archives.

